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(D) The number of individuals who have
pending applications for visas under such
program, including—

1) The number of individuals approved of
the total number of applications processed
by the Chief of Mission; and

(2) The number of successful appeals of the
total number of application appeals filed.

(E) The estimated total number of individ-
uals who have performed the requisite em-
ployment to apply for a visa under such pro-
gram, but who have not yet applied for or re-
ceived a visa, including a description of the
methodology used to create such an esti-
mate.

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate congressional committees”
means—

(A) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on
Foreign Relations, and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Armed Services, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SA 2125. Mr. HEINRICH (for Mr.
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 231, to direct the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to develop guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response
personnel on best practices to protect
them from exposure to PFAS and to
limit and prevent the release of PFAS
into the environment, and for other
purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
Firefighters from Adverse Substances Act”
or the “PFAS Act”.

SEC. 2. GUIDANCE ON HOW TO PREVENT EXPO-
SURE TO AND RELEASE OF PFAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, in con-
sultation with the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration, the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, the Director of the National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health, and
the heads of any other relevant agencies,
shall—

(1) develop and publish guidance for fire-
fighters and other emergency response per-
sonnel on training, education programs, and
best practices;

(2) make available a curriculum designed
to—

(A) reduce and eliminate exposure to per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (commonly
referred to as “PFAS”) from firefighting
foam and personal protective equipment;

(B) prevent the release of PFAS from fire-
fighting foam into the environment; and
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(C) educate firefighters and other emer-
gency response personnel on foams and non-
foam alternatives, personal protective equip-
ment, and other firefighting tools and equip-
ment that do not contain PFAS; and

(3) create an online public repository,
which shall be updated on a regular basis, on
tools and best practices for firefighters and
other emergency response personnel to re-
duce, limit, and prevent the release of and
exposure to PFAS.

(b) CURRICULUM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of devel-
oping the curriculum required under sub-
section (a)(2), the Administrator of the
United States Fire Administration shall
make recommendations to the Secretary of
Homeland Security as to the content of the
curriculum.

(2) CONSULTATION.—For the purpose of
making recommendations under paragraph
(1), the Administrator of the United States
Fire Administration shall consult with inter-
ested entities, as appropriate, including—

(A) firefighters and other emergency re-
sponse personnel, including national fire
service and emergency response organiza-
tions;

(B) impacted communities dealing with
PFAS contamination;

(C) scientists, including public and occupa-
tional health and safety experts, who are
studying PFAS and PFAS alternatives in
firefighting foam;

(D) voluntary standards organizations en-
gaged in developing standards for firefighter
and firefighting equipment;

(E) State fire training academies;

(F) State fire marshals;

(G) manufacturers of firefighting tools and
equipment; and

(H) any other relevant entities, as deter-
mined by the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Administrator of the United
States Fire Administration.

(c) REVIEW.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which the guidance and cur-
riculum required under subsection (a) is
issued, and not less frequently than once
every 3 years thereafter, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with the
Administrator of the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and the Direc-
tor of the National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health, shall review the
guidance and curriculum and, as appropriate,
issue updates to the guidance and cur-
riculum.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.)
shall not apply to this Act.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to require the
Secretary of Homeland Security to promul-
gate or enforce regulations under subchapter
IT of chapter 5 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“Administrative
Procedure Act”’).

———————

July 29, 2021

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I have
5 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL

RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 29,
2021, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
nominations.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SUPERFUND, WASTE
MANAGEMENT, AND REGULATORY OVERSIGHT
The Subcommittee on Superfund,

Waste Management, and Regulatory
Oversight of the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 29, 2021, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Mackie
McIntosh, a detailee with the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works, and Laura Gentile, Heather
Dean, and Emily Tucker, who are fel-
lows with the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works be given floor
privileges for the duration of the con-
sideration of H.R. 3684, the Invest in
America Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS

In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re-
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-07-30T08:41:51-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




